STUDIES  IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
behaviour, including consciousness; that is, that un-
conscious innervation and experience are a part of
consciousness.
The study of this modification of the consciousness
by the unconscious is naturally of great interest to our
consciousness. To understand it we must know accur-
ately the innate responses of all parts of the nervous
system, and the laws of their harmony. Sometimes as a
result of the temporary instability of the conscious
innervation pattern (e.g. in situations of emergency or
difficulty or in sleep), the tune of behaviour is called
chiefly by the phylogenetically older neurones, and
these, as we saw, were less teachable than the newer
groups. We then have behaviour in which there is a
return to the earlier and less experienced state, the so-
called infantile regression. In it some of life's experience
is thrown away. We may also call this behaviour
instinctive.
Now these disturbances have been studied by Freud,
and he has made some interesting empirical discoveries
about them. He has shown how much more common
they are than we suspect and has elaborated a technique
for detecting them. All his discoveries have been em-
bodied in an elaborate and ingenious myth, or series
of myths. This is due pardy to the fact that he has not
taken his own doctrine seriously. He has not realised
that, since it is consciousness which is formulating
psychoanalysis, all unconscious phenomena are likely
to appear as seen by consciousness, not as causal phe-
nomena with the same physiological basis as conscious-
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